DOE Issues $4.3 Million Solicitation to Support Development of Bio-Energy Industry

New Initiative Supports Goals of Presidential Executive Order 

Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson today announced a new initiative that will bring clean, green biomass energy and biomass-based chemicals a step closer to the marketplace. Bio-energy comes from natural sources such as corn, trees, crops, agriculture, forest and aquatic resources to make an array of commercial products, including fuels, electricity, chemicals, adhesives, lubricants and building materials.

"An integrated bio-energy industry will boost opportunities for American farmers, while enhancing our energy security and protecting the environment," said Secretary Richardson. "Consumers will have a broader selection of products for purchase, while helping the environment."

Projects for this solicitation will be selected in either of two phases. The first phase would result in a laboratory-scale demonstration of the proposed technology. The second would advance the technology to prototype-scale hardware and include a detailed design for a pilot-scale facility. The awards will be cooperative agreements with a term of 12 months or longer. Between two and four individual awards are anticipated in each of the two phases. Responses are due March 7, 2000. There is a required minimum of 20 percent cost share by each participant. The Energy Department will provide $4.3 million for the award program.

President Clinton's Executive Order 13134 on bio-based products and bio-energy issued last August was designed to stimulate development of a new bio-based industry. The President's goal of tripling U.S. use of bio-based products and bio-energy by the year 2010 could create billions of dollars in new income for farmers and rural America. At the same time, it would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by tens of millions of tons of carbon equivalent. Copies of the solicitation can be obtained from the Department of Energy's Golden Field Office home page at www.eren.doe.gov/golden/solicitations.html. For more information on the Bio-energy Initiative, visit the Web site at www.eren.doe.gov/bioenergy_initiative.

The Department of Energy researches, develops and deploys clean, efficient and renewable energy technologies to help meet America's energy needs while protecting the environment and strengthening the economy. Energy technologies supported and promoted by the department will play a key role in providing Clean Energy for the 21st Century. 
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