
Preparing for Grants.gov

On November 20, 1999, the President signed Public Law 106-107, the Federal Financial Assistance Management Improvement Act. The purpose of this law is to: 
· improve the effectiveness and performance of Federal grant programs, 

· simplify grant application and reporting requirements, 

· improve the delivery of services to the public, and 

· facilitate greater coordination among those responsible for delivering such services.
Through Public Law 106-107, Federal grant-making agencies are improving access to Internet services by developing a single electronic system to find, apply for, and manage Federal grant opportunities.  This electronic system is called Grants.gov at http://www.grants.gov/
Currently, potential Applicants may “Find Grant Opportunities” if they “Search for a Grant Synopsis” in Grants.gov. 

By October 1, 2004, all federal Applicants will be required to “apply for grants” in Grants.gov.  The registration process in Grants.gov  takes a minimum of 15 days to complete and must take place prior to submitting an application.  (The 15 days is due to the interim time needed between each of the registration steps). 

Therefore, we highly encourage potential applicants to become familiar with the Grants.gov web site, download the pure edge viewer at http://www.grants.gov/DownloadViewer and follow Registration Steps 3, 4, and 5 outlined under the “Get Started” tab at http://www.grants.gov/ in anticipation of the Grants.gov requirement.   
 
For additional information, Applicants may download the Grants.gov User Guide found at: http://www.grants.gov/CustomerSupport.  Questions regarding Grants.gov should be directed to the Grants.gov Customer Support Center at 1-800-518-4726 (1-800-518-GRANTS) or at support@grants.gov. The Customer Support Center is open from 7am to 9pm EDT.  
